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What Is Festa?

BENVENUTO A FESTA ITALIANA, 
HAWAI῾I’S ONLY ITALIAN 
FESTIVAL! 

“Festa” was born out of a vision to bring 
to the islands of Hawai‘i the beauty and 
the passion of the Italian culture that 
has enchanted humanity for hundreds 
of years. 

Festa Italiana is a one-day Street 
Festival that also features an exclusive 
VIP Experience called Passaporto 
Italiano. No matter if you are street-
goer or VIP Passaporto Italiano holder, 
everyone will experience  
la vita bella. 

Festa Italiana, Hawai‘i’s only Italian 
festival, is a perfect opportunity to 
be a part of unforgettable cultural 
experience. 



2017 Highlights

On Saturday, October 7, 2017, Hawai‘i’s  
first-ever Italian festival was held in the heart 
of Kaka‘ako, Honolulu’s up-and-coming urban 
hotspot. The street, which was open from 
4:00-10:00 p.m., ran along Cooke St. between 
Pohukaina and Auahi Streets.

THE PEOPLE 
Over 6,500 people attended Festa Italiana, an 
astonishing turn-out.

THE CHEFS 
Over 25 talented chefs and food vendors from 
Italy, O’ahu, and Maui delighted patrons with 
delicious authentic Italian and Italian-inspired 
cuisine.

THE MUSIC 
Festa featured performances by six different 
musical groups throughout the evening.

SENATE SEAL OF APPROVAL 
On behalf of the Hawai‘i State Senate, Senator 
Josh Green presented Friends of Italy Society 
of Hawai‘i with a proclamation acknowledging 
Hawai‘i’s first-ever Italian festival. 

“THIS IS THE CLOSEST TO 
ITALY I’VE EVER FELT SINCE 
I MOVED TO HAWAI‘I.”  
 – italian-born  
 festa italiana 2017 attendee



The Street Festival
Festa’s main attraction was the Festa 
in Strada (the Street Festival), which 
transported attendees to the streets 
and piazze of Italy. 

Festa in Strada featured local Italian 
restaurants and food vendors: 
personal margherita pizzas from 
Brick Fire Tavern, porchetta 
sandwiches and sausage & peppers 
from Bethel Union and JJ Dolan’s, 
carbonara pasta from Andrea Onetti 
of Bevy to name a few. For those 
chasing la dolce vita, delicious gelato 
from Il Gelato Hawaii. 

The beer and wine garden Il Vigneto 
(“the Vineyard”) featured an  
all-Italian menu of beers, wines,  
and aperitivos.

For a taste of Italian ingenuity, 
Velocity Honolulu brought a trio of 
newly-released Alfa Romeos for all 
to admire.



La Musica
You cannot walk through the streets 
of Italy without passing by street 
musicians. At Festa, patrons watched 
in amazement as plain-clothed singers 
from Hawaii Opera Theatre belted out 
the first notes of “O Sole Mio.” Sounds 
of the accordion from one-man-band 
Pierre Grill provided the perfect 
convivial backdrop for everyone to enjoy. 

Local musical performances also 
included European lounge jazz sounds 
from Mango Season, the big-band 
sound of Mike Lewis, and the classical 
strings of the Hawaii Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. These talented musicians 
played music ranging from nostalgic 
traditional Italian tunes to Italian opera 
and symphony to contemporary Italian 
discoteca to those Italian crooner sing-
alongs that everyone loves. 

Other street performers included 
stilt walkers and live artist painting 
demonstrations.



Passaporto Italiano
The sold-out VIP Passaporto Italiano 
provided an exclusive, high-end Italian 
wining and dining experience for 300 
attendees. Upon entry, guests received 
a commemorative Festa wine glass and 
a Passaporto Italiano to serve as their 
culinary guide. 

VIP guests “traveled” around the 
venue, visiting the northern, central, 
and southern regional cuisines of 
Italy from 10 top-tier Italian chefs 
and restaurants from Italy, O‘ahu, 
and Maui. VIP restaurants included 
Sale Pepe from Lahaina, Matteo’s 
Osteria from Wailea, as well as O‘ahu 
restaurants Taormina, Vino, and Noe 
from Four Seasons Resort at Ko Olina.

The food and wine weren’t the only 
stars in the VIP; Vespas, Ducatis, and 
a Ferrari presented guests with a 
perfect Kodak moment with real Italian 
horsepower.



VENUE EXPANDED
Same location with 
extended street closures to 
accommodate the expected 
increase in attendees, 
participating food vendors, 
and entertainment. 
In the image to the left, the 
red outline is last year’s 
street festival grounds. 
The green outline indicates 
this year’s proposed street 
closure, expanding north 
along Cooke St. from 
Pohukaina to Halekauwila, 
and extending west along 
Pohukaina from Cooke to 
Coral. Additionally, we have 
secured a permit for the 
grass section of Mother 
Waldron Park.

ENHANCED STREET EXPERIENCE
More food street vendors showcasing a mix of restaurants & 
food purveyors from Italy, mainland U.S., O’ahu, and Neighbor 
Islands.

Little Italy Marketplace - Offering sundries, foods, and dry 
goods imported from Italy as well as sourced from local 
companies.

Festa Italiana 2018:  
Bigger & Better



Il Vigneto - Expanded beer garden on Pohukaina St. between 
Coral and Cooke Streets to accommodate the anticipated increase 
of patrons.

ENTERTAINMENT
Increased number of street performers, artists, and actors 
throughout the Festa In Strada to provide an authentic feeling of 
“walking through the streets of Italy.”

A new, larger stage centrally situated at the intersection of Cooke 
and Pohukaina Streets to create an enhanced sonic experience.

VIP EXPERIENCE
Passaporto Italiano - VIP Experience returns to Wade Warehouse 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. to offer guests an exclusive, high-end Italian 
dining experience featuring northern, central, and southern 
regional cuisines of Italy as well as many wine varietals from all 
over Italy.

FESTA AFTER-PARTY
La Discoteca - Inspired by the world-renowned Italian discoteca 
scene, this year Festa Italiana will partner with a local night 
club to offer guests an Italian-style club experience. Guests can 
reserve a table for bottle service or a spot on the dance floor by 
purchasing tickets in advance or at the door. 

Festa Italiana 2018:  
Bigger & Better (cont.)



Interested in becoming a street vendor at Festa Italiana? Click here to fill out our 
Vendor Form or email inquiries to Zach DiIonno at bellannottegroup@gmail.com. 
Below is logistical information about Festa vendorship. 

 ¾ VENDOR FEE: The one-time vendor fee is $350.00 plus GET; vendors will retain 
all proceeds generated from sale of their products at Festa.

 ¾ TENT SET-UP REQUIREMENTS: Vendors have two options:

 � (1) Vendors must provide the following equipment to execute their tent:

• 10’x10’ white warner peak tent with weights (multi-colored tents will  
not be allowed)

• Table(s)
• Chair(s)
• Lights
• Signage
• 1 Fire Extinguisher 2A 10:BC (vendors must have a K Class extinguisher 

if pan-frying or deep frying)
• 1 Hanging Lantern
• Power (quiet generator, Honda Whisper)
• Any cooking apparatus (grill, propane, charcoal, etc.)
• Any cooking tools, utensils, pans, and serveware 
• Mandatory Hand Wash Station (must allow for hands-free running water 

& enough catchment for the water source)
• Extension cables

 � For a flat-rate fee, vendors have the option of renting the above-listed 
package with access to one (1) 15A circuit for power - please email Zach 
DiIonno (bellanottegroup@gmail.com) for more information.

 ¾ SPECIAL EVENT FOOD ESTABLISHMENT PERMITS AND INSURANCE

 � Food Vendors must obtain their own Special Event Food Establishment 
Permit ($50) from the Department of Health (“DOH”); forms can be accessed 
by clicking here.

 � Food Vendors must name “Bella Notte Group LLC” as an Additional Insured 
on their Certificate of Insurance.

 � Food Vendors must provide their own Handwashing Station per DOH’s 
requirement (click here for example).

Street Vendors



Contacts

Zach DiIonno
Festa Italiana Co-Director

Friends of Italy Society of Hawai‘i Board Member
zachdiionno@gmail.com 

(973) 296-8433 

Kira Chong Tim
Festa Italiana Co-Director
kira.chongtim@gmail.com

Andrea Zannoni
Friends of Italy Society of Hawai‘i Board Member

andreazannoni87@gmail.com

Malia Zannoni
Friends of Italy Society of Hawai‘i Board Member

maliazannoni@gmail.com
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